Eyewitness memory 


Psychology 248 
Prof. Benjamin 


Test of eyewitness memory 

• http://www. psychology. iastate.edu/~glwells/t 

heevewitnesstest.html 
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Mistaken eyewitness identification 

• http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=5 

153451n (12:46) 

• http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=5 

153459n (13:01) 

• total (25:47) 


Biased lineups 
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The case of Kevin Keith 

• From a nearby apartment, Nancy Smathers 
saw a man run from the area. In her testimony 
she reports that he was a big man, stocky...a 
powerful man. She reported that he was 
black. She reported at the time that she 
couldn't identify the man. 
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Effect of distractors 



Who was the earlier perpetrator? 
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Simultaneous lineup 



Sequential lineup 
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Sequential lineup 



Relative vs. absolute judgments 

• simultaneous lineups promote a relative 
comparison in which people pick the best fit. 

• sequential lineups encourage people to 
compare each member to their memory for 
the perpetrator. 
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Relative vs. absolute judgments 


60 Target is PRESENT in 
lineup 




Sequential Simultaneous 


Steblay et al. (2001) 


Response speeds 

• fast decisions are more 


accurate, at least 
when someone is 
chosen 

• confidence in faster 

identification _ 

responses is more 
accurate 

Sporer (1992,1993) 


Thief 



confidence-accuracy relationship 
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Verbal overshadowing effect 


Own-group bias in recognition 



Table 1 

Mean recognition memory performance for Caucasian and Asian subjects 



> 



Hourihan, Benjamin, & Liu (2011) 


Asian Subjects 


Caucasian 

Subjects 
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Own-group bias in PREDICTING 

recognition 
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Hourihan, Benjamin, & Liu (2011) 


Feedback from interrogator 

• have independent administrator 

• saying "good" increases how confident 
eyewitnesses are that they had a good view 
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Memory as a crime scene 

• assessing memory affects later memory 

• misinformation effects are like planting 
evidence 

• a crime scene can be misleading, just like 
memory 

— all conclusions are based on inferences, some of 
which (e.g., DNA) are more accurate than others 
(e.g., eyewitness identification) 


Next class: 

Unconscious learning 
and memory 
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